[image: image1.jpg]&\ Apprent|cesh|ps
//)



[image: image2.jpg]


Young Apprenticeship Programme 

The Young Apprentices are 14-16 year old secondary school students who study a vocational programme either at Barnsley College or at school, as well as studying a mixture of general GCSEs. They have chosen to follow a particular vocational programme, either in Business Administration, Construction, Health & Social Care or Performing Arts, and are genuinely interested in learning more about this particular sector. You will notice that some of the students have definite career aspirations, whilst others are keeping their options open. Nonetheless, they have all decided that they want to find out more about this vocational area.
The Apprenticeship programme is a 2 year course of study. Whilst on the programme, the majority of students attend college for 2 half days per week where they study a BTEC First Diploma; this vocationally related qualification is equivalent to 4 GCSEs at grade A*-C. In a few instances, the school delivers the BTEC programme to the students concerned. In addition, the students participate in a variety of enrichment activities, including confidence building and team building events, employer visits, university days, enterprise challenges and training events; these take place both during term time and school holidays.

During the programme, the Young Apprentices are also expected to participate in a total of 50 days real-life work experience placements, covering a range of areas within their chosen sector. This is where employers like yourself play a key role in the students’ learning. The placements are different to general Year 10 or Year 11 school block placements in that they need to be of a high quality to ensure that these students’ experiences are relevant to their vocational training, rather than a general ‘experience of working life’. The placements are spread out over the 2 years and take place in blocks ranging from 1 to 3 weeks, some during term time and some during the school holidays. The fact that these students voluntarily give up some of their holidays reflects the motivation and dedication of the young people concerned!

Whilst on placement, students need appropriate mentoring and support in order to facilitate their learning, as well as to ensure their health and well being; a named supervisor is therefore required. Students may also be quite nervous when they start and will need as much encouragement and confidence building as you and colleagues can possibly give. It should also be noted that there are some activities that the students will not be allowed to carry out for health and safety reasons; these will depend upon the vocational sector concerned and are discussed with the employer prior to the placement.
In preparation for placements, the students are taught about the importance of confidentiality, respect for others and the importance of the safety of themselves and other people. In addition, where required, the students have an enhanced CRB check carried out. As part of their Apprenticeship programme, the students also take the opportunity to develop their skills and achieve additional qualifications, including a Level 2 certificate in Health and Safety in the Workplace. The additional qualifications achieved relate to the vocational sector that the students are working in.
Whilst the students are on placement, please help them to learn as much as they can by giving them relevant work to do and allowing them to observe as much and as many varied tasks and procedures as possible. Help them to get to know the vocational sector, the environment that they are working in, your colleagues, your clients and your business. These students are well-motivated and committed to their Young Apprenticeship programme, and they really do value being trusted and being given responsibilities. The work placement should enable the Young Apprentice to experience at first hand what the work is like within the sector as well as gain knowledge and develop skills that will support their vocational studies.

Thank you for your interest!

Students will have Work Placement diaries and/or workbooks to complete. Ask to see them; they will help you to see how you can help the students.

